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On orientalists’ use of “Historical Criticism”
in the study of Sunnah

g sy = e S oL 2ST e yeS
Abstract

The Prophet’s Sunnah stands for what is transmitted as deeds,
sayings and approvals of the Prophet (s.a.w).After the Holy Quran,
Sunnah is the second basic source of Islamic teachings and
legislation. The development of Hadith Sciences has a unique
position in the history of Critical Methodology, as no other
personality has this sort of importance to differentiate his correct
statements from incorrect. On the other hand, the use of historical
criticism and critical methods has dominated much of the religious
research undertaken this century in the West.The historical
criticism deals with the studies of the scriptural text of Bible,
Quran and Hadith as an historical document.It seeks to understand
the text in terms of its historical scenario. For this purpose different
methods of historical analysis are used at different stages to find
the oral traditions behind the text, to determine its written sources,
the final editor, and the transmitters of the text.The purpose of this
research paper is to examine the applicability of “Historical
Critical methodology’’ to the study of Hadith. Furthermore, an
evaluation has been made regarding the problems and weaknesses
in its use.Like wise, in this study, the viewpoints of differernt
orientalists have been mentioned regarding the historical critical
methodology.

Key Words: Orientalists, Historical Criticism, Sunnah
LoV paysae 3 Y1 s slade gl a8y (maling ke U (oY1 e LapaS 21 231 0)

Sl Yl s 068G Ofy Y b il st S shn O Jan Vs Lemaliog pslall oV a3

Aods Aomgs ) ol

39t S dSs] Broler s ) eyl s s
i

9L sty I nalad) ¢ BN aglall gd oy (SyLidl Sl
187



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades

o Gl s el ) B Amgie Sl @ Bl pdB b O a0 Kl
Ll By ol e Ui Lmgae Wiy gl e )ity gl sl Rl5 1 pazall cancin
NUSURT:

Joamd doeily by 3 ) i) Bdall Lgnad L) ol L3 2T Colgy Vs
dgme S jpes Badall Gangdl) Covoly ¢ adal)l Codl Bed) Dlns Badall Bomgdll a2l
mgd) Sl by oAl Loy iyl (3 Analag

Blee o sk ) madl) sag (B el oSO plasaWL Jom o) el g

Slhll @ e B ml) s et Sy Sl (2 e i) 2 3 O L slsgl
SN oS ) @ dlomzad pliy b colaball a3 palall Eoll Dlns ooy i)
LY (3 sl Sl

@ ol LeglS e DUl OV Glall e ey By ) a0 U
Sl o Sazin 08 gy gl oz und) OF gag clegin 1S B3 Slin O 0Ly L)

ol la @ ol pil OF o) ULV

Eoudl Bua
e el 3ad ) el Cug
NEBWE R EWRUPI PG WY PO |
¢ AU el & alall B Ols ga Lo 2

ALl Sty
s el O Bl b ol 1 3lse Olatd Sl medlly 0,0V medld c 3l 1
Upall grging il AB (3 W50 e (o Jalr aSY haitens OISOl a5ilgny ¢ oS Y) el
RULREERPTH
G PN S (A g ad e o) s et oS U e W g 2
S B e (3 e e Vb el By Uy ol UE el o BN ] als”

COldo sde 3 il o Ldgtuns G gl )L

188



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
FrAs 3 e ey sl Sl B A Lrlaa gt Blie pusl e W) e 3
Uplis cpiad) wie aid) Ll e 0 Gy (21408 (Wl suall iy wdl gt

AU el
Caadall aiilse 1Y ¢ Jimae 2 Bl (3 I Y ) Bd) 2 gl Vs e IS8 S

e p ol ) el LSl 655 Ol
G gl gy

o8 &) Jadl ol M e 2sl S UL Jsodll Bl ool & Ak
G vy Y Ol p OULe gl s flas g o3 ,L;j'lc‘ujj\ Bas ) S0 asl saalal)
LaSy gmailasty BLey )l (3 dball bgyd ad Uley (i)l wlahd) dI =l Ld oS
(S5t ) e Sl DS s o 05y A 3 e Jaled

AL Ay dasll Sl i doe 1AV DL e e 0 S Sl sy
dr FHU DI R by ale) dlpe 1 Bl Lede slaxeV) By (s Lemo SLSY Loy

P styonll ) Lol Sl s Ly Lphitaly Wy Slaglall 52

Ll Slulyll (@ Syl udd) plise
J2 e bage zadl M mesly i)l Slahall 3 Ue 515 Ol 3 2510 aad) o)
'3wlsi| oS Lfg\f%}\ ol @ lenzal $ls ST B adall ol
Gsed) 2l S OT Ay Sudally abg Ll Slesogll e 1S Iade il Slulll cJols LS
S mally LA 35l ol o) s byl s 3 Ol ST a3y s Wy Sl
L el g WAl OUS) ol (BLulys (3 0l
sy S0 0T (3 apuidl oleblls plesa¥) 8B ST (i TGy JU o sy
Ll QLS B ego 3 2SI OT AL 2l b Slegodl) ol
32 b 3 ok o 9l 8 55l slaley (olad slale OF AR e ik Yy
S s s @ e T U Gl il 16 STy Gy LAY sl
S sy oy Ay DS (G5 ad DY) sda e Ta ad o 0T Uy claglslsy
e 3 e b s G B e Y 0T sl

189



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
Bla e GaeSdl pn 2 dall sy OV auls 3 W Al alisaal e Oubly

Bl 005 By sl 3 sty L e 58 LYY O el s (3 det)) 5 Sally. Lnoy

'6-@@ & ayhe 0Ll g sl J ol

T NEA[[FPTINRN P 05 T RCH PR W T SO ROR JCESN T
Ll @S0 0T AL dag M Olegosll e lade sl die ALY olahull clals J3

BT Syl e 16888 pdll 8 phaaadl ool o0

il K0 0T e Bidl) laball ewss 34 da ) (Th. Noldekey SWg 9959 .1
056 jelas i) Ll (3 sy oo il Jo 1S Gl (oo sy el agall s
OTAN s S5y ol 10lgie oS Al @ @SN OT AN e wilalys 3 i) dgal) diy
b t0lgm Walry e Bl Bsle] day Mo Ul el ) S ael W8y .o Y1 sy
LA el

Joes By eddl agal) ai () aibl gkl 03l e (J. Wellhausen) Syl psdg .2
Tt dgall 1B 3 el e o KE OF oy TNy A L i ) 0jslels

Ay o) Lnnd) DS 9290 1919l gl 0B pitannad ) il

3des geildsx nam 2192121850 dgnaz Goldziher) ewils> s>l .1

Ly ¢ I AR Lomians iy 2l 2> (3 JoV) ) Dy 5 cCudhl ) 3 o pand)

B il G i) de iy 2l sl 3 G

Ll aalys siosay gy o Glls” de .»1935-:1869 (Leone Caetani) g‘:-g\f 2
Plall 3 SNy Gl josat Slrluzuly dbld 218 1. U aad) g5 3 sl
Wl (el OL azaly "Annali dell'Islam’iils jie 3 ST dhae 3 2Dl
A LY 3 el L8 e canl TS

g3o3 3 oS o 3l els e 119691902 (Joseph Schacht) cots caygr .3

190



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
¢ kil Slahll aad Lalul "l aidl) Jsol" 1S mesly lgzommy Bigdl 2l

LY iy deSla Yl 3)liad

FAe - JOOON [ Y 1 R T JOES0ON | R 301
of Sl & AW Wl o ey 21940 -21858 (D. S. Margoliouth) &sdszpe 1
Vil wlolg Yl alass dey Rt a3 Y il 8l
J sl dnals el Slaldll i) Ias Jos (Montgomery Watt) <y §egmige .2

Pzl 3 ez 5 S 3 et b gal e Sl (3 Bde g

dged) Bad) dlys (B Syl M) plusin) B dongiedl gl
bl Pyl mgaall 0587

P8 Loy cotysl) ol k5 055 gy BT ) 5 el 3 LoV Belat o U1 e 0
JeoVI o liie (3 8ty Gy conysl) Galy ol Ay Cgds A G Yab 35kl ods Ogiud

oz Jyool oo Sab cnir 30 B8 35 e Bl n 30 gl ey sy 03 Va0t

23ludy ngiall B aond

Eondl I il gl G e g gsd Ulo 05 O sl gl b o
g 5l s U] (5350 ¢ 505kl gl (el Bleln psy s e W Llas 0
Lt 0sG OF 1l L sa2 gz 056 OF 1gY1 1bg,5 B ool el (3 bty Sy il
Hg8 sy 2y il 8 o ol 0586 OF Wl Lol §psk

Osidey 41 4 a5l andly oS0 OT AN (el Slals 3 by L s e B3,
Glan Lo OF 0Ll eVgs dizely . ddll OUST) Wiy 25 byl a5 3 ogih )l el s
¥ L) ga gl ond) iy sl 2dly @S0 OTAN o ) dlo il SO e
Bwddll 2l psadl n Gjb dor Vs ol egptl panll OF o) oo O3 5aull b a3y (U
Y 3 il Al pandl g Bl adly R3ged) 3

i) Slalll (3 A8 dan V) domgl) AB e Al o et uSWU) sk

191



#2018  sip—plu o el b Bl Bl (B (Sl A pliaal Jg 1 2uale S domalt: S8 e
SraaVl mgl) ol ay 08 22 ll a3 w8y (Ul st Lo ga 501 Tady”
L Oy @Dl e 59,2l oy asladlly dosed) o oy Lo OF 3 sl o o
"2y e ksl Lo wilally Bgedl (3 awddl) aadll jopad) e 3hy
LS G SV 3 Al ol g Bladly Rased) 3 Al jogeadl o O sV
b 4l gl OV ) e O S 35 Sla o £ ST il OF 5

P mr oy ade B o 1 pUT alSTE Wy )1 D3SO gl A 5 03] clale ey B

L) Jop

Jesb gl U Rsged) 3 aeddll 2ol ogadl OF LS 0l OLs &5l aadly 23sedl U
Gl gl ST Wy )i W gl g causliy sl Jap o e ple BUUE e
e ) b1 e ol IS0 skl sl el LSS Lty

95 55l oy ade B Jo & gy o Blwall LEL B as adl 2dly U
Jo e S e 573 w1 clle Wiy pB USKay Late pdsd) 3 05y cplondl 3 D9
o tohay ade B Lo B Jsey ) Bped) SUlg ) o LB g sib 8T LS Sy Uais
Lol o S il alsas 09 18IS

Lecle 5o ol ang 280 Boladly Bo5edl 3 Awddl) 2l o5l Bls (5a5 35 58 Iy
S A O ¢l Mg b U s g Bed) WL by Cnd D e b By b
cel n Blie ool Sls 5SS Ly paall ST Cedlie LSS canad) Sllg ) 6 a8y By e L
2l OF e Sliab Jle 2T gie Y e DU ) SUlg ) i) ol egin Sl O 136 Loduis,
Al Sl )l s w2

HE AR D U Y-

gl e OF o U Bl (3 anyey eend oo s 4l ) Aagh) Zad) Aozl

w14

. &)Uﬁbﬁ\lcl@,\jjcé)\]}hucl@

@)w\ Q@AUW\ &\ padl 2 508
e SN g LSl 62 e W 3 Ol sl gl ea il e LS 21 L)
Balan Wyl ane L ULy ey oyl OF O 0 STGT oy 3 o 1 b ST (2 o 3R

192



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
Palie ag ey 2l 3 g Sl ge o

Sl ga Ol s pé ) medll 3 Baad Gl il OF s e mady
tel sl OF al ol ag L cposlly 2ol oa gl s ade oot ) a6 L oa ) Wty L)
055G of mhas¥ Bllly calie oo e VI s ¥ el Y cellsy crade il d 05K O a2k
L0 el ) St
el Bt 3 ) gl s sl a0 Uk
N R e T e T e R
we ol dp Ld pasd ooy S9p IS8 s Sals) W) OF Gyt b ¢ alal) o)
it &) R Al gm0 aadly BN a4l 0l L s B8l aml My seadl molng
BUY WY1 el 09y B 356 BT 3 Ognias 3 el oVgs LT STy L Laslizel e
T el L B3l V) OS] o Lo S i aged ¥ WY1 0dn o Oty
1Tz
ol Ol Gl oo o el 3 el bodl Olae daw ez sl @l g ul
taA el @ el ) OB s (S o

Bl gl b oS G eoge Ol & o OV UL b comdl gl el OF a3l
OUQ-'} )UT o 4.:1.; c:q 28 Le :}5} g‘\.SL::-} M‘u\»j} A;.}a}y\.ﬁ CC”,:-L:.“ 3 (-M.w.i L_é.s‘ S‘J{YUJEJ'}
Leb i CR PN A N[ I PRI &L e el USe of & ol 1Sy g

1B gy pSTy Lonlin on ] ke 28 L S sy e ez JLly Olunly S

RN PN RIS

spaas Eoddd OF sag AW L Vly A SUl ) Cp S oolel B gy (3 B8 Y
o e beg ST (oY1 sl e Slazzn 0556 s U cam 2l sS01 Lede Sy ¢ )
(2 3 S e Gl LegdSTOY

By O o S LY ) i r sl s V) el slozs ) bea ¥ il LYl
246wy o At Sy e 5LV ads cISTUT cade slexeV) L3

dngid) delo BT g abze G W L i) Lt YT jLl 5 i agad) oy JU

193



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
slode ol el G2l F.m\ G ad Cady L»S-‘U‘ CJ}S\ ds s fLo.ZAY\ JK&U;\J) Ay

Miay ol e il Jo 1 Jsory ] Lty Lgims oo mrlly AlalS) aliall lpuzel LS clgliy 23
o L) Yy el sl 1Ly ) e JB LSl e Sl 3 il dltes OY
RATRVT

e P Uy SRR NS PR SHEI VI U IR CRr G ot i 1 O H R
de o Leoadie ailayy oadll @ sl dhle ] ol S GaleY) 3LG phe aailax
) Tomsly Gpb ey 28T U] o slde i) Lyl 3 el Rl ey ) s
35 LY e hmall oy it () gl ¢ palall ) ) Blan Bpodall gl s (230l
2 medl g

Ly el 7873 Cpnpdlae UGS citpadd Sy I ¢ 58y 3y e Las padt segae O Joy sy
A s Gl e LU Slain L ai )W el Ul Lodiity medl) cp Bl g3l Sia SO

-22'@)\5‘ Ms Ll i @ ) oSot ppade e G 09 sb 0930 o))

S B g 550 b BLESW Js
oot dsl O e el dl) e e Wil O Oy o S e O 1 il U L
oF Y il sl 38 Q) bl a4 Tl G LA B ) Ot o) el
G waSd Blsb plie wed 3 psky il Sl o Ol 0L 3 sl ey S U] b
e B o Ul Jpogr ot sl ool Gadl M 5l (gad SR ) el adly Sy

Loy allly 35 i) U 2 OF S sl B Sl OL 4 g U 0 0,209 v

dongal) i U

L CLasL i Olgeadly shY aa sa SLaanV) alall codl @ aSslud) ag, L)
Al Alag) oy ol Wislas Lgas OIS

O sa Lga Jigdly «Jlex Y1 o b Lo 06K 4 slaze¥) O eV s 3 > Sy
M r el WSy el 2 ) Logie 00w 200 lby L adidonsy pohe oo By lall o

Jondl 05, slexeVU cplag¥ly el VU LY B ga Jlsm W1 g b silln e 55l OF gl

194



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
J.E;Jb as Oj}‘;&g L’SVU\

056 4 Lins o O 1520 o3l e Sl iy Al Jlzed sa oS (sl gl LY,

S0 Sy esise Sy L odiw OIS 0Ly ¢ JIs= V1 b bl 13 vguld Vside b

g ki O 0Ly Jls= Y1 g b 3l 413 13950

tdidl oleldl 3 U aa b e (Arthur Jeffery) i T st
s Lnaly Spadly plagly Oally el gt OF ol 3 eyl il ol Gly”
" Sl 03 A e DI O oy Olglly Ol Uislas Lin 015" Le CLESYly amilly
VAV VSN D] K I CO [ - L U DO
REON PN I (R AR ERN R PN
Do bl ods Wad 09 eV O b wlas el Ul

Lo pds ol By ) a3 3L 9 4 05 Al )l Comlio O JUbly bl lasl pie 1)

gl 1 Jgo 3ylaodt Ay

oS @ AWy ol O (3 e OF mg Al e sty adaST Ul Zlma Yl Vs
g plmal s Jo ls of
o ol 3 el OY Sae Ly slaly S UL mbt UL ok of Olge p S de s 3 07 Ja Y
S ol gdgn nzng Mmooy copl) on Gapas S 9m ol By e B ) ) e
03 LS ooty 5 Ao osldel it Db fady OL A s 4] Sliis 055 O 2L 1y
B O Lagie ) o) gl p A A ey gl 58 o 51 aw Wy o) pLY1 0f s
Of Jany Jeb 2l ale )l Jo w5y (LY 2l Lo an 22 dus )l jes 05 873
A WY Logose i ate AT St deal) BlogVI (3 Logta 3L Sl ol 3 68 e
.24M;J\ Mo e oSl g g e conmldl LS Blwall (e sde s OS5y (2
o A oy ) e G s s B b e sy ey o)) 2k | pad s 1WE
A gl o8 S ke 0l dos 1Sy ety agl Gl s b e gy B (gl Gk xe
b sl g cae B ooy (U deaw Gl sk 0V Bl ol LS e B oy (5
-25&& B 2y o8 Ay 32 sl oy cg)lis)

195



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
wdf@b&;wwQT%M«M\CI%WWQ;%;}}JH\})QAA—H& tlyly

o JEe e o el e i i Bl e By Y sy end sl o)l 8 e

C"JM [BEY N eSS s w73 3y G i Ogpie i)

ol wdd Jed)
AEY Gy # usl-Y O wlesly ol D r 218 o il Bl oS3 L
ooy s B o (1 o (55 Lo 2ys s
€5 A o 1 gh 8am LT 0L e Y i sle ol (b IS5l s STV ST iy T O
U 0T el Loty NS gl 36 53 i Bl oy joe ool OF g & Loy 3m Y 0L e o) S8
o W oy 5 ol aniy sl e OF Bl e mmnals p ) S o 4 g e I oy 50

n 26 - g - . Lot : . .
Tl S aY O el Jor sleoV e Wy ¢ it 53 ik s

dongal) i U

1) 30ls Bomgid) odn ST ¢ )W Wil e (3 ndptnll die el i alead e Jlee s
By el bl Ss 3 JgoW) mags OF U Byle ag ol ai ollate e gl Bl 5l
AT OSG e Clall slis IST gl sty OSG e ai sl ST s Sskedl sl gles LA
Sl e b blws 23 06 O dte Jle o dnyg (W) Lokl s 26 Uy 22t & o glal ol
Monze S5 fad
oFy s A oy ik B ey Ba sy s o B s g Bl e sy ik ol 5y
2 £ SO Uy b L JB ¢ S ks ol acde DIV IS POV N [ R P
'27@55 ey i) IS 3
e B Lo ) gy et 15k ohay ade B o ) Olesl e 05 585 G OLiw o

28, . . . . . " .
Ll dlas pp e 5 2B Loy Vg Loy e (g VUS40 0 sk ol

Lol s
g B gl e Bad) Sl Bl An)s 3 RAE) Al e ol 2 ods
il S sl o) (3 Alarial gaedy HW ol Gl Jlt e Oal 3 H)W)

196



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades
@ oY W Sy ) it ol t U s 3 odptand) fal e sanby Blas e aaSU

@ Latsluly audl duls wZoges Sl3) a pom U 3LS) L B B Lo ey Bed) Al
Ot 305 Lty psd) ) 5050 3 S 0 0 D B e ls ey e Wp 5
AL 835 b ol el pooally gl il Bl i e i) Bulys (3 wlbsialy W) AR
G @ g ol e 9oy e 2T (B gt ] sl )l e ddble sl SUls B ms
Bl AW S0 e 3hy Vg eV e 5 e 8 B L LAl le Ladly Leasdl oo
L oslagiol Aol o didl s O ¢ oall) dloty Ul dlmdle oy Riaals U1 gl (3 2adal)
ad S (2 e Ghodl e S g Alis Wdayy A (3 Sl (52 e B (3 0K
Ll 2l E e 2So 058 aal) Wi (3 5L A e g OF Aol mes 3 e e
staze¥l s ¥ 2ol LW Of S il iy 22 ad) DUl o 1S B3 39y pr A
Y dng sl el B dae w5 s anadl Gl W g o sl am V) Lede
IS8 oDl Lmgia Bl Ul ¢ 58y OBy e oy () 3sl i s plaaa¥l 015" U,
g L1 0g3 Ausb 0930 sl b ai Gl e Ll Slaie Las a0 gl LT gl
b LS il gl s (3 Bt lshadb) i) JLA sl e Ll s 3 4] oSt e

Az e

el sglly gl
p1981 cami)l andall ey )l s a i ) DB g IEY 1
44 o2l sl 2
3 Historical Method in the Study of Religion, pp 3, by: Morton Smith, Sourse:

History and Theory, Vol. 8, 1968, Published by Wesleyan Uniresity.
ST P P RUS R SVLPS U PGSO PRV 3 JURE BV PO S EL T A PSRV I

(2007/4’:1428 c(}laj\ s als

.see: www.muhammadanism.org, November 24, 2005 ca~Lall S (s i T 20lie 4
Historical Method in the Study of Religion, p 1, by: Morton Smith. 5
Oyl By e e ¢ 291l G e 4B epo 3 S OTA Bl il e sSWI 6

(Em sl By 230
20: il LS e 455 s50 3 @S OT A 2l
11 el el

197



#2018 i ol b el L Bl Bty B Syl ALl (g 1 505 omalt: SEY) Cades

21964 ol (bl 15 (554 2 0 aall ( ida) (o2 el

£1990 /21410 ¢ 5550 250 <96 1) s il prgine alesYl ilaas ot 150U

dudally e sas (19 Yl 3 dalyoy o)l Gl g lo padl de el eSOl
21418 sl i SU 2 Ly

14: all S e a5 e50 (3 S0 O 2l

15 : el uadl

14: i) O e A& e 3 @501 OT AN 2l

1981y S lesalt allSy :ald) (173 0 ot dadl sy o s

Wl ), e s 59 Yl @ dalioy edd) ol A Lo SIS >
21418 ple an SU as WSy

21979 ¢ DYl Sl wyme34: O tandly Bl tanl domgie ¢ Sl ilaas )5l

18:"45 S il 658 andin o padandd (s Badal) Al

esldYly kel Sgodl 3)15) 12 SU AU (12 2] (s e Rolinzlond) oy s s 50
»1980/21400

1981 ant )l kel (o SO el A5 1732 o)) Wi (ol ) s s

Lipghall poyliy gl s oy oSt g

1 ol il plias 0LV &5ln (3 (21 egil) bz sl Bl megin b o

.see: www.muhammadanism.org, November 24, 2005 ca>Lall U (g i ST aeli
132-127: ) i ail) e

131-130:05084) ke Az gis

(== @A Sl bl s (1200 13 s mmesizbnd o hsipdans plel

o ‘& o o) VIl 6 d Olyy caseed Olyg (IS o oY1 Ol BBLL S (s s
1200 325 44 250

2epll S sl Ob sl oS B17/2 o) mod fslel o e s glos, 2 ol
21987/21407 i) andall ccog cialal ¢ S is (817

198

9
10
11

12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28



